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“
What are local priorities for research, 

what stories do community members want to tell, and 
what are appropriate and ethical ways for us as 
non-Indigenous and non-locals to contribute?



“
Type a quote here.

-Johnny Appleseed



“



OUR RESEARCH QUESTIONS

➤ How do recent shifts in local 
livelihoods shape what it means 
to be a leader?

➤ How do women’s and men’s 
leadership and strength 
contribute to well-being?

➤ How do women and men to 
nurture diversity and create 
opportunities for self-
organization and self-
determination?





WHAT WE WILL COVER TODAY

What is community-based 
and decolonial research and 

why should researchers 
care about these 

approaches?

What has been already been 
done to develop research 

best practices and ethics that 
support decolonial research 

processes?

How do we work toward 
those changes?



“



COMMUNITY-BASED RESEARCH

Balazs and Morello-Frosch 2012



DECOLONIAL 
RESEARCH &
INDIGENOUS 

METHODOLOGIES

“…approaches to research 
that privilege Indigenous 

voices, experiences, 
knowledge, reflections, and 
analyses.”  (Lightfoot 2016)



DECOLONIAL RESEARCH

➤ Reciprocal and respectful 
relationships

➤ Trustworthiness and integrity 

➤ Accountability to indigenous 
communities

****

➤ Deepening trandisciplinary 
research practice

➤ Enhancing collaborative work

➤ Integrating questions of equity 
in research
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Research 
legacies

Diverse project 
team

Participating 
in community 

life

Research 
Paradigm

Institutional 
Constraints

Broader Impact

Language



History of the Iñupiat: 1961, The Duck-in National Museum of the American 
Indian, Accessible at: http://filmcatalog.nmai.si.edu/title/2441/





Image Sources: http://nvbarrow.com, https://twitter.com/ilisagvik, http://www.north-slope.org/departments/wildlife-management, http://www.tripjumper.com/city/barrow_ak/state-national-international-parks/inupiat-heritage-center/



Image Sources: http://neveralonegame.com/, https://www.nsbsd.org/domain/44, http://www.sacredlittleones-ilisagvik.org/, https://vimeo.com/51190766







leadershipandstrength.com



HOW CAN WE 
WORK 

TOWARD 
DECOLONIAL

PRACTICE?



“Folks realize that it takes generations 
of historical trauma to heal before we move 
forward. Before addressing alcohol, suicide, 

etc. we need to heal from the historical 
traumas. The learning, the preserving, the 

strengthening, revitalization of our language.”

“Cause right now I think we’re in a state 
where we still, we’re still functioning through 

colonized brains and minds. That to me, is 
real critical and at this point in our history, I 
think we’re moving towards getting beyond 
that hump through acknowledgement of our 
past, of our history, through acknowledging 

that we indeed have the answers within 
ourselves and can make decisions on our 

own rather than thinking in terms of, through 
the lenses of dependence on the government, 
or whoever, in order to be able to function as 
communities, as a society. Yeah, and it’s not 
necessarily a men or a women thing, it’s a 

people thing.”  

Background Information and Literature Review

“”Qauriŋagaluaqtut iḷisimagaluaqtut iñuich taavrumuna 
kiŋuģaaģiitiqaqtuq ikayusuvluni piḷuktuamiñ munaqsigivluta 

sivulliugivlutalu. Munaqsigivluta innavsaaq piḷuktuamiñ, 
uqautilluagiksuqapta taaŋagmik, tuqquvlumiglu, naagga 

uqautilluagiqqagluta munaksigivluta piḷuktuagmiñaglaan. 
Iḷisagvikkun, iñuuttuvluta paisavut, suaŋŋagnikkunlu, aasii 

uqausivut iluaqsigivlutalu”

“Akkupak iñuusumatigut tanikhuni, isumatigut 
taniktun savagutirugut. Uvamnunaglaan nuimanasuktuq 
akkupaglaan iñuusuvluni, sivunmusirugut puviqsunmik 
piḷuutaiñik akisurugut inilluatamiñun suli inilluatagiksut 
kiiqsiqsraurugut iḷimiñun aasii naligaqtilluta uvamnun 
pianikkaatigut, atanauratchuminaitkikput naligagmata, 
tallignigumiñiaŋikput atanauraqput, allanunmunaglaan, 

aglaan uvaguliasii savakkumiñaqłuta nunaaqqiqput. Tavra, 
aģnagumiñaitkaa, aŋutimiñaitkaaptauq, iñuich 

suuragusiruq. Tavrapiallak, utuqqanaavut 
iḷisimmapiagataqtut unnuisurut. Iḷitchumiñaitchut 

nutaqqamnun taavruma aḷgaqsruutimnik. Qiksikratiqaģñiq 
Utuqqanaavut. Taapkuasrat utuqqunaam atanniuģitigun, 
suaŋŋałhaaqtuq taniktugmiñaglaan. Iñuulluatagmatigut 

tainna nakuuruq..”



Team Based and Multi-Stakeholder/Rights-holder Science

https://vimeo.com/197939591



Intellectual Merit



Intellectual Merit

“And so it really causes me to wonder 
how the role of the elders is going to 
be perceived…So I’m trying to think, 

‘what is my role going to be as an 
elder?’…We have in the Iñupiaq 

Learning Framework, we honor our 
elders and we have performance 

expectations that relate to the elders 
and having respect for them. We’re 

working with kids to have them 
thinking about what the role of the 

elder is. And so I’m feeling like hope is 
not lost because at least in the 

curriculum work that we’re doing, 
we’re acknowledging that we have to 
thinking about that, elderhood. We’ll 
see where we are in 10 or 20 years”

“Qanuq aasii utuqqanaam savagniaqpa, 
qanugniaqpa iḷaani, tainna isumauraqtuŋa, 
qiñiqsiniagugman qanuq, allaŋuniaqpasuli. 

Uvaŋasuli utuqqanaagniammiuŋa 
takusiḷŋitchuq, qiḷamiksruaniaqtuq. Aasiisuli 

isumakkiga qanugli iñuusugruaniaqtuŋa 
utuqqanaaqqaagmiuŋa, usii, savaktiḷaaŋnik 
qanuq savaktugniaqtuŋa savagmiuŋagmiñ 

akkupak, pianikkaatigut Iñupiat Iḷitchisirumnik, 
utuqqanaavut kamanaqsiḷiqtugut aasii 

kipiqqutaqtigugaatigut utuqqanaam 
qiksiksrautivlunik suli pirraksratigut tainna, 
aasii savaguurugut miqłiqtut isumallaagipku 
inna, ‘iḷisimarraaguvsi utuqqanaat qanuqaasii 

savakhutik, suli utuqqanaaliuvluŋali 
utuqqanaat, qanuq aasii utuqqanaagman 

qanuqtuasiniaqpa. Piyumiñasignaqsirugut 
piiñŋainŋitchuq atakii savaksrapta 

savaguurugut nakuusilaaptiŋnik iḷisaģiguurugut 
tamarra utuqqanaagnikkun. Tautugniagikput 

10-20 ukiutchuarakkunii.”



“Iḷitqusivut kiŋuviigmuliasii maaniinniaqtuq, suŋitchugman 
ittuq. Atautchimukkapta nunaaqinni aitchuqsiraŋa 

itqaummaqpaktuq nunaqpagmi suli qaitkigniaŋitchuq 
allanugmiñ. Uvanmun ittuqsraurugmiñ.” 

“The value of our way of life is going to be a mainstay for the 
generations to come, regardless of what happens. The unity it 

gives to each village is beyond many, many places in the 
world and it's not something that can come from anywhere. It 

has to come from us.”

Broader Impact



‘Data’ Management, Access, and Sharing

“Nuimanigiksuq tusaakkapku taapkua uqaluit, kasigupkusuli, 
uqautilluatalugi uqaqtiḷaaŋnik atakii nuunŋikaŋitchugut 

tamatkua kinatchigmiñ. Taapkua quliaqtuat unipkaaqtilugi, 
iḷisaqqutiksralugit quliaqtuaqsrat, aasiisuli munagisiruptauq 
sivunmitilugu:  akuqtuagnikkun, tamaktuak akuqtuagnikkun 

suliqutigiŋaiģutikkunlu aŋiłhaaqtuq nuimasuqhuni. 
Tamaktuniŋa suaŋŋaqtiqaqtusrauruŋa suaŋŋanmiñ.” 

“I think it’s important to also hear those stories, face them, tell 
those stories because we can’t move past something that we’re 

stuck in. Those stories have to be told, they have to be 
acknowledged and that’s something that’s part of the healing 

process: acceptance, forgiveness and acceptance are huge. And 
that’s where a lot of my strength comes from.”



“My father, he always always told me to 
pass on what I know and what I have 

learned. So that (younger people) can know 
how to scrape the skins to make them into 
mukluks. Or the other day, someone put on 
Facebook, “I wanna make my parka into a 

packing parka, what do I do?” I was going to 
answer but some else did already. You just 
add onto the sides. And so, so to me, what I 

have learned from my mother and father 
and some uncles you have to pass them on 
and that way my grandchildren can know 

how to do it if and when I pass.”

Institutions are compartmentalized; Indigenous knowledges are not

Aapauġa uqallautiŋma aitchivlugutigitka 
allanun miqłiqtut unauvva 

iḷitchiyumautiġamnik. Tainnaassii nutaqqavut 
iḷitchisumiktigun qanukiaq ikuumatikkun 

kammaliugnikkun kamipiannik. Naagauunii 
uvlaakutqigumman, aglaŋasuugaa iñuk 

Facebook-mun inna, “Uvva atiġiga 
pamiuliuguktuŋa, sunakiagitkiga qanuq?” 
Kiuŋagaagniasuktuaŋa kiuŋagaaŋaruaq 

aglaan. Tapiqtiqaaglugu atiġimun 
saniġaamniñ. Uvaŋali iḷitchitqaagluŋa 

aakaamniñ aapamniñ ataatalutka, aasii 
piiqsigniagman .”



Incommensurable categories: When ‘Data’ is a Way of Life

“I think that would be, I don’t 
like to call it subsistence, 
Practicing our way of life; 
hunting, camping, fishing, 
enjoying the outdoors and 

doing it as a family…A sense 
of belonging. Sense of who 
you are, given our historical 
context. Connectedness, not 

just with one another but 
you’re connectedness with our 

spiritual world.”

Subsistance taiñŋuragitkiga, aglaan 
usii atuqtullagikhuni iñuusivuŋnik, 

qanuq aŋuniallagnikkun, 
aullaagnikkun, iqalugiakkun, aasii 

aliasuŋitkigun iḷauravunmun 
aniiqsugiakkama. 

Iñugluaqtainnikkun suli. Kiña iḷviñ 
tainnammiuqsuli uqaluktuagmiñ 

Iñupiavut. Allanun 
kasuumminaḷģitchuq, aglaan 

kapiktiḷaaŋanik ukpiqqutiqaģnikkun. 



Trust



Team Based and Multi-Stakeholder/Rights-holder Science

Intellectual Merit

Background Information and Literature Review

Broader Impact

‘Data’ Management, Access, and Sharing

Institutions are compartmentalized; Indigenous Knowledges are Not

Incommensurable categories: When ‘Data’ is a Way of Life

Building Local ‘Capacity’Trust

‘Building Local Capacity’



NEXT STEPS



“Qanuq piyumiñaqsigivluŋa akkupaaksrak? 
Siġġagnaqsirut isumaruaqhutiŋ uvvali paisavut 
nuimanaqtuqaglaan. Uvva savaaksraġa uvlumiñ 

uvlumunmun uvva Iñupiagivlugut paisavut 
piiñŋaitchuq. Uvagut Alaska Natives-kitkugut aasii 

tainna uvagut Iñupiagivut tainnavsaaq 
nanmaqhutiqaqtuvlugut. Uuktuaqsigivluni 

iñuugutiqaqsimarugut valuesmignun 
agligasuumatigugman iḷitchitqaagurut. 

Piyumiñaqsisuuruŋa tainna 
kiikavsaagumagiksigut.”

“What gives me hope? It’s kind of hard, 
when I think, the culture’s the most 
important thing to me. And it’s all 

encompassing. From my day to day duties 
here, culture’s involved. We’re, most of us 
are Alaska Native and that’s how we- or 

Iñupiaq and that’s how we carry ourselves 
here. We try to live by the values we grew 

up learning. I hope that we keep doing 
that.”
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